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A functioning ethics committee provides education, policy development 

and review, and ethics consultation. Struggling ethics committees can 

pose ongoing challenges for their members and hospital leadership and 

some have called to disband such committees and shift the work entirely 

to full-time clinical ethicists. There are downsides to this model and the 

more subtle benefits of sustaining these committees should be consid-

ered.  I will explore the importance of ethics committees in contributing to 

professional formation, providing a set time and place for critical reflection 

on one's own ethics consultation practice, and prevention of "mission 

drift".  The reach of an ethics committee and its members should not be 

underestimated or undervalued. 
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